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FIG. 6
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 12

TERMI- TERMI- TERMI- BASE BASE BASE
NAL #1 NAL#2 NAL#3 STATION #3 STATION #2 STATION #4
(200-1) (200-2) (200-3) {100-3) (100-2) (100-4)

PRIORITY PRIORITY
PDCCH  {~_ S10 PDCCH
TRANSMISSION TRANSMISSION
= CARRIER #3 = CARRIER #5

P-on ~ 512 )
I S11

PRIORITY 313
PDCCH s
TRANSMISSION| 3g16
= CARRIER #3

MEASUREMENT [ADJACENT CELL ID] IDENTIEY

ADJACENT
MEASUREMENT [ADJACENT CELL ID] CELL

PRIORITY PDCCH>4 ........................ >
IRANSM]SSION > (S18)

EXCHANGE
CARRIER
INFO(F{!SMASTION

(S14)

(S15)

17
< CONNECTION/COMMUNICATION (S19) >

SR (520)

X PDCCH (s21)

Y

S22

NOT
RECEIVE
PUSCH

S23

DECIDE ANOTHER
PRIORITY PDCCH
TRANSMISSION

SR (S24)
PDCCH (S25)
PUSCH (S26)




U.S. Patent Apr. 26,2016 Sheet 12 of 23

FIG. 13
START |~ S%0

FROM 543 ————-—>¢
»

TERMINAL EVEN AFTER MAKING
g31  [ALLOCATION INRESPONSE TO SR

NOT RECEIVE PUSCHFROM |~ o9y

PDCCH TRANSMISSION

INITIAL SETTING
DETERMINE PRIORITY

CARRIER

NOT TARGE
PRIORITY PDCCH

532

US 9,326,275 B2

S13

TRANSMISSION
5 CARRIER
- N
0 $34
TRAﬁgMICS%DN
$36 CARRIER TO UE 1S PRIORITY S37
PDCCHCLEA[\{?‘ESFA{/JJSSDN v {
: CHECK PRIORITY PDCCH
SELEDCCH TRANS- s35 | TRANSMISSION CARRIER
TO UE AS PRIORITY OF ADJAGENT CELL
MISSION CARRIER
i IDENTICAL
| UMBER EXISTS
- 538
YES
CHANGE PDCCH
S40 ~~] TRANSMISSION CARRIER TO CHANGE PRIORITY
UE TO NEW PRIORITY PDCCH [¢-|PDCCH TRANSMISSION
TRANSMISSION CARRIER
- 523
S41 i
NO EDGE DETERMINATION
CHANGING REQUEST
st VES OF ADJACENT CELSL
" CHANGE PDCCH TRANSMISSION
CARRIER TO UE TO PRIORITY END 339
—® CARRIER THAT HAS NOT BEEN
USED UNTIL THEN
v 543 $391

TO S22 +— n=+1 b B




US 9,326,275 B2

Sheet 13 of 23

Apr. 26,2016

1INN NOILJIO3Y
ANV NOISSINSNYYL LINN NOILd303H ANY NOISSINSNYHL TYNDIS Olavy
TYNDIS 1INY3HL3
0Ll L0}
1INN 1INN 1INN LINN NOILdIOTY]| LINN NOILIOTY
70, -~ NOILVYINIO NOILO3130 |lew{ NOISSINSNVYL 140d3Y ONV NOISSIN
RTG53 TYNSIS SY JONIHIIHIINI HO0Ad INIWIHNSYIN | FSNVYL AOVSSIN
A
NOILYWHOANI ‘ ~ H Bﬂ/\ H T w w
T130 INJOVray 60} L ) ol
~ /- 23| INFWIOVNYW
bl % TYNINYAL
y \/\
LINN ONILDF13S 801
HO0Qd
—
~ Al_[n ¥IINAIHOS |«
el »

TavL _ _ ~
INIFNIOYNYIN 0l

HOOAd ALIMOIYd |

P
901

SNLY¥VddY NOILVLS 3SvE 0Iavy

U.S. Patent

)

0ol

vl "Old




U.S. Patent Apr. 26, 2016 Sheet 14 of 23 US 9,326,275 B2
FIG. 15
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1
RADIO BASE STATION APPARATUS, RADIO
COMMUNICATION METHOD IN RADIO
BASE STATION APPARATUS, AND RADIO
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation application of Interna-
tional Application PCT/JP2011/078586 filed on Dec. 9, 2011
and designated the U.S., the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference. This application is also a
continuation application of International Application PCT/
JP2011/056448 filed on Mar. 17, 2011, and designated the
U.S., the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by
reference. Further, it is noted that International Application
PCT/IP2011/078586 is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior International Patent Application PCT/
JP2011/056448, filed on Mar. 17, 2011.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to a radio
base station apparatus, a radio communication method in a
radio base station apparatus, and a radio communication sys-
tem.

BACKGROUND

Nowadays, radio communication systems, such as a cellu-
lar phone system, a wireless LAN (Local Area Network) and
the like, are widely used. Moreover, in the field of radio
communication, next-generation communication technology
is discussed continuously in order to further improve com-
munication speed and channel capacity. As the next-genera-
tion communication technology, for example, LTE or LTE-
Advanced standardization is completed or under way.

Some of the radio communication technology may estab-
lish radio communication between, for example, a radio base
station apparatus (hereinafter referred to as a “base station™)
and a terminal apparatus (hereinafter referred to as a “termi-
nal”) by using a plurality of carriers. The radio communica-
tion established by using the plurality of carriers may be
referred to as carrier aggregation. Incidentally, the carrier
means one frequency band defined by a bandwidth and a
center frequency, for example.

It is also possible for the base station to transmit a control
signal to the terminal, for example, in the radio communica-
tion using the carrier aggregation. In this case, the control
signal is transmitted by using a downlink control channel
(PDCCH: Physical Downlink Control CHannel). Informa-
tion about radio resources, information about a modulation
and coding scheme (MCS: Modulation and Coding Scheme)
and the like are contained in the control signal.

The information about the radio resources includes, for
example, information of the radio resources (time and fre-
quency, for example) allocated to an uplink shared channel
(PUSCH: Physical Uplink Shared CHannel) and a downlink
shared channel (PDSCH: Physical Downlink Shared CHan-
nel) and the like. Further, the information about the modula-
tion and coding scheme includes, for example, information
about a coding rate and a modulation system with respect to a
data signal (hereinafter referred to as “data”) to be transmit-
ted, information about a demodulation system and the coding
rate with respect to the received data and the like.

The control signal is generated by the base station as
needed. Based on the control signal transmitted from the base
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2

station, the terminal can receive and demodulate the data
transmitted from the base station, and modulate the data and
transmit it to the base station.

Meanwhile, when the base station establishes the radio
communication by using the carrier aggregation, it transmits
the control signal by using either one of the plurality of
carriers. FIG. 25A and FIG. 25B are views respectively illus-
trating configuration examples of radio frames in a downlink
direction. In this example, a base station #1 transmits the
control signal by using a carrier #4, out of a carrier #3 to a
carrier #5, and a base station #2 also transmits the control
signal by using the carrier #4.

Incidentally, in the example of FIG. 25A and FIG. 25B, the
radio base station #1 can transmit the data by using the three
carriers (carrier #3 to carrier #5). In addition, the radio base
station #2 can also transmit the data signal by using the three
carriers (carrier #3 to carrier #5).

Moreover, FIG. 25C is a view illustrating a state where the
control signal is transmitted from the two base stations #1 and
#2 by using the radio frames formed according to FIG. 25A
and FIG. 25B.

Non-Patent Literature 1: 3GPPTS 36.211 V10.0.0 (2010-12)
Non-Patent Literature 2: 3GPPTS 36.212 V10.0.0 (2010-12)
Non-Patent Literature 3: 3GPPTS 36.213 V10.0.1 (2010-12)
Non-Patent Literature 4: 3GPPTS 36.313 V10.0.0 (2010-12)

However, when the plurality of base stations use the same
carrier and transmit the control signals, the control signals
transmitted from the plurality of base stations may interfere
with each other. In the example of FIG. 25A to FIG. 25C, for
example, the two base stations #1 and #2 transmit the control
signals by using the same carrier #4. At this time, for example,
the control signal from the base station #1 and the control
signal from the base station #2 may interfere with each other,
and the terminal may be unable to receive the control signal
from the base station #1. When the terminal is unable to
receive the control signal transmitted from the base station #1,
it can hardly receive the data transmitted from the base station
#1 nor transmit the data to the base station #1. Namely, the
terminal is unable to establish the radio communication with
the base station #1.

Meanwhile, when the terminal establishes the radio com-
munication with the base station #2, it is also possible that the
terminal is unable to receive the control signal transmitted
from the base station #2 due to interference of the control
signal transmitted from the base station #1. In this case, it is
difficult for the terminal to establish the radio communication
with the base station #2, as the terminal is unable to receive
the data transmitted from the base station #2 nor to transmit
the data to the base station #2.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the embodiments, a radio base
station apparatus for performing radio communication with a
terminal apparatus by using a first and second radio frequency
bands, the radio base station apparatus including a change
unit which changes a radio frequency band for transmitting a
control signal from the first radio frequency band to the sec-
ond radio frequency band, when the change unit detects inter-
ference with respect to the control signal transmitted to the
terminal apparatus; and a transmission unit which transmits
the control signal by using the second radio frequency band.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.
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It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a configuration example of a
radio communication system.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a configuration example of the
radio communication system.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a setting example of carriers.

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a configuration example of a
radio base station apparatus.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a configuration example of a
terminal apparatus.

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating an example of a priority
PDCCH management table.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating an example of relationship
between the carriers and cells.

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating an example of the priority
PDCCH management table.

FIG. 9 is a view illustrating an example of relationship
between the carriers and the cells.

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating an example of a terminal
management table.

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating an example of an adjacent
information table.

FIG. 12 is a sequence chart illustrating an operation
example.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an example of change
processing of a PDCCH priority carrier.

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a configuration example of the
radio base station apparatus.

FIG. 15 is a view illustrating an example of the priority
PDCCH management table.

FIG.16isaview illustrating a configuration example of the
radio communication system.

FIG.17A and FIG. 17B are views illustrating configuration
examples of the radio base station apparatus and the terminal
apparatus, respectively.

FIG. 18 is a sequence chart illustrating an operation
example of interference determination processing.

FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating the operation example of
the interference determination processing.

FIG. 20 is a view illustrating an allocation example of a
radio frame in an uplink.

FIG. 21 is a view illustrating an example of a message
transmitted and received between the base stations.

FIG. 22 is a view illustrating an example of relationship
between cell IDs and center 1Ds.

FIG. 23 is a sequence chart illustrating an example of
exchanging the message.

FIG. 24 is a sequence chart illustrating an example of
exchanging the message.

FIG.25A and FIG. 25B are views illustrating configuration
examples of radio resources, and FIG. 25C is a view illustrat-
ing a state where a control signal is transmitted.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments will be explained in detail with
reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a configuration example of a
radio communication system according to a first embodi-
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ment. A radio communication system 10 is provided with a
radio base station apparatus 100 and a terminal apparatus 200.
The radio base station apparatus 100 and the terminal appa-
ratus 200 establish radio communication by using a first radio
frequency band and a second radio frequency band. Although
one terminal apparatus 200 is illustrated in the example of
FIG. 1, a plurality of terminal apparatuses 200 may be pro-
vided.

The radio base station apparatus 100 includes a change unit
170 and a transmission unit 171. The change unit 170 changes
aradio frequency band, for transmitting a control signal, from
the first radio frequency band to the second radio frequency
band, when an interference with respect to the control signal
to be transmitted to the terminal apparatus 200 is detected.
The transmission unit 171 transmits the control signal by
using the second radio frequency band after the change.

Meanwhile, the terminal apparatus 200 is provided with a
reception unit 270. The reception unit 270 receives the control
signal by using the second radio frequency band.

Thus, when detecting the interference with respect to the
control signal that is transmitted to the terminal apparatus
200, the radio base station apparatus 100 changes the radio
frequency band, for transmitting the control signal, from the
first radio frequency band to the second radio frequency band.
Then, the radio base station apparatus 100 transmits the con-
trol signal over the second radio frequency band after the
change. Therefore, the radio base station apparatus 100
avoids the interference by transmitting the control signal over
the second radio frequency band, and the terminal apparatus
200 has a higher possibility of receiving the control signal
than the case of using the first radio frequency band in which
the interference is detected. Thus, the terminal apparatus 200
can receive the control signal and establish the radio commu-
nication with the radio base station apparatus 100 by using
radio resource allocation information and the like.

Second Embodiment
Entire Configuration Example

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a configuration example of the
radio communication system 10 according to a second
embodiment. The radio communication system 10 is pro-
vided with radio base station apparatuses (hereinafter
referred to as base stations) 100-1 to 100-4 and terminal
apparatuses (hereinafter referred to as terminals) 200-1 to
200-4.

The base stations 100-1 to 100-4 are radio communication
apparatuses that wirelessly connect with and establish the
radio communication with the terminals 200-1 to 200-4. The
base stations 100-1 to 100-4 can provide various services,
such as voice communication, video distribution and the like,
to the terminals 200-1 to 200-4.

Meanwhile, the terminals 200-1 to 200-4 are radio com-
munication apparatuses that wirelessly connect with and
establish the radio communication with the base stations
100-1 to 100-4, which may be, for example, cellular phones,
information portable terminal apparatuses and the like. The
terminals 200-1 to 200-4 can receive a data signal (hereinafter
referred to as “data”) from the base stations 100-1 to 100-4
and also transmit the data to the base stations 100-1 to 100-4.

In this DESCRIPTION, it is supposed that communication
links from the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 to the terminals
200-1 to 200-4 is referred to as downlinks (DL: Down Link),
and communication links from the terminals 200-1 to 200-4
to the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 is referred to as uplinks
(UL: Up Link).
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Here, the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 and the terminals
200-1 to 200-4 can establish the radio communication by
using a plurality of carriers, for each of the downlinks and the
uplinks. The carrier means one frequency band that is defined
by, for example, a bandwidth and a center frequency, as
described above. The radio communication established by
using the plurality of carriers, for example, may be referred to
as carrier aggregation, as described above.

FIG. 3 is aview illustrating a setting example of the carriers
when the carrier aggregation is performed. Five carriers are
illustrated in an example of FIG. 3, and the radio communi-
cation is established by using these carriers. Further, in the
radio communication system 10 that uses the carrier aggre-
gation, the radio communication can be established by using
the five carriers for each of the uplink and the downlink, for
example. FIG. 3 illustrates the example of the carriers in the
downlink, for example. The base stations 100-1 to 100-4 can
transmit the data and the like by using one or a plurality of
carriers out of the five carriers. Further, the base stations
100-1 to 100-4 can transmit the control signal by using either
one carrier out of the five carriers.

Incidentally, although FIG. 3 illustrates an example of
allocating the five carriers to continuous frequency bands, the
carriers may be allocated to non-continuous frequency bands
in both of the uplink and the downlink. In addition, any
number, other than five, may be set as the number of the
carriers, and the uplink and the downlink may have the dif-
ferent carrier numbers. For example, the uplink may have the
five carriers, and the downlink may have the two carriers.
Moreover, it is possible that the bandwidths of the respective
carriers are not identical to each other.

Although each of the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 has one
or a plurality of CA cells, the radio communication system 10
in FIG. 2 illustrates an example in which each of the base
stations 100-1 to 100-4 has one CA cell. The CA cell means
aggregation of a plurality of cells that are arranged in an
overlapping manner, for example, and the plurality of cells
that are bound to each other (that are subjected to the carrier
aggregation). FIG. 7 is a view illustrating an example of
relationship between the carriers and the cells in the CA cells,
in which the cells that are bound in each of the CA cells have
the different carriers, and the respective cells are identified by
unique cell IDs, as will be explained later in detail. Even when
the carriers used in the respective CA cells are the same, for
example, the cells in the different CA cells are different. In the
example of FIG. 7, each of the two base stations 100-1 and
100-2 binds the same carriers #3 to #5, but the cell IDs for the
respective carriers #3 to #5 are different from each other in the
two base stations 100-1 and 100-2. Even when the carriers are
the same, the cells are different when the cells are in the
different CA cells.

<Configuration Example of Radio Base Station Appara-
tus>

FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 are views illustrating configuration
examples of the base station 100 and the terminal 200, respec-
tively. Incidentally, all the base stations 100-1 to 100-4, as
explained with FIG. 2, have the identical configuration, and
an explanation will be given by regarding the base stations
100-1 to 100-4 as the base station 100, unless otherwise
specified. In addition, the terminals 200-1 to 200-4 also have
the identical configuration, and an explanation will be given
by regarding these as the terminal 200, unless otherwise
specified.

The base station 100 is provided with a radio signal trans-
mission and reception unit 101, an RS signal (Reference
Signal) generation unit 102, a message transmission and
reception unit 103, a scheduler 104, a measurement report
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reception unit 105, a priority PDCCH management table 106,
a PDCCH transmission unit 107, a terminal management
table 108, an interference detection unit 109, an Ethernet
(registered trademark) signal transmission and reception unit
110, an adjacent cell information collection unit 111, an adja-
cent information table 112, and a PDCCH selection unit 113.

Incidentally, the change unit 170 according to the first
embodiment corresponds to the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106, the terminal management table 108, and the
PDCCH selection unit 113, for example. Further, the trans-
mission unit 171 according to the first embodiment corre-
sponds to the scheduler 104, the PDCCH transmission unit
107, and the radio signal transmission and reception unit 101,
for example.

The radio signal transmission and reception unit 101 con-
verts (up-converts) the reference signal outputted from the RS
signal generation unit 102 and the control signal outputted
from the PDCCH transmission unit 107 into a radio signal,
and transmits the radio signal to the terminal 200. Further, the
radio signal transmission and reception unit 101 receives the
radio signal transmitted from the terminal 200, converts
(down-converts) it into a baseband signal, and outputs the
baseband signal to the message transmission and reception
unit 103, the measurement report reception unit 105, and the
interference detection unit 109. The radio signal transmission
and reception unit 101 is provided with an A/D (Analog/
Digital) conversion circuit, a D/A conversion circuit, a fre-
quency converter, a band pass filter (BPF: Band Pass Filter)
and the like, in order to perform the above-described conver-
sion.

The RS signal generation unit 102 generates the reference
signal, and outputs the generated reference signal to the radio
signal transmission and reception unit 101. The reference
signal is used, for example, when the terminals 200 estab-
lishes synchronization with the base station 100, performs
cell search, or the like. According to this embodiment, the
reference signal is used in measuring an RSRP (Reference
Signal Received Power) and the like in the terminal 200.

The message transmission and reception unit 103 extracts
a message from the baseband signal outputted from the radio
signal transmission and reception unit 101. For example, the
message transmission and reception unit 103 receives a
scheduling request (SR: Scheduling Request) signal trans-
mitted from the terminal 200, and outputs the scheduling
request to the scheduler 104.

Based on the scheduling request, the scheduler 104 allo-
cates radio resources, with regard to a physical uplink shared
channel (PUSCH) and a physical downlink shared channel
(PDSCH), to the terminal 200, and determines a modulation
and coding scheme (MCS), and the like. The scheduler 104
outputs such radio resource allocation information, modula-
tion and coding scheme and the like to the PDCCH transmis-
sion unit 107 as scheduling information, and instructs the
PDCCH transmission unit 107 to generate the control signal
containing the scheduling information. It is also possible for
the scheduler 104 to output information about which of the
plurality of carriers is used to transmit the control signal
(hereinafter referred to as a “PDCCH transmission carrier”)
to the PDCCH transmission unit 107, for example. At this
time, the scheduler 104 can read out information about the
PDCCH transmission carrier by referring to, for example, the
priority PDCCH management table 106 or the terminal man-
agement table 108.

The measurement report reception unit 105 extracts a mea-
surement report from the baseband signal outputted from the
radio signal transmission and reception unit 101. As the mea-
surement report is transmitted from the terminal 200 by using
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the radio resource of the physical uplink shared channel
(PUSCH) scheduled in the base station 100, for example, the
measurement report can be extracted based on the scheduling
information from the scheduler 104. The measurement report
reception unit 105 detects whether the base station or the CA
cell is an interference source or not, based on the RSRP
contained in the extracted measurement report, for example.
When detecting that the base station or the CA cell is the base
station or the CA cell as the interference source (hereinafter
referred to as a “base station as the interference source”), the
measurement report reception unit 105 performs such pro-
cessing as to add a new entry to the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106. It is also possible for the measurement report
reception unit 105 to calculate the latest interference based on
the RSRP contained in the extracted measurement report, and
to store the calculation result in the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106.

The priority PDCCH management table 106 is, for
example, a table for managing the base station as the inter-
ference source with respect to the terminal 200 connected to
its own station. FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a configuration
example of the priority PDCCH management table 106. The
priority PDCCH management table 106 includes items of
“eNB ID”, “Carrier”, “Cell ID”, “PDCCH priority carrier”,
and “Last interference calculation result”.

In the item of the “eNB ID”, an ID of the base station for
identifying the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 (hereinafter
referred to as an “eNB ID”) is registered. In the item of the
“eNB ID”, for example, the eNB ID of the base station as the
interference source with respect to the terminal 200 is regis-
tered, as described above. Thus, the eNB ID of the base
station as a handover target of the terminal 200 may be reg-
istered, but the base station other than the handover target of
the terminal 200 may also be registered, and the base station
as the interference source may be registered in the item of the
“eNB ID”. Incidentally, unless otherwise specified herein, the
“registration” includes storage of a value in the corresponding
item in the various tables 106, 108 and 112 that are stored in
a memory or the like, for example.

In the item of the “Carrier”, the number of the carrier used
for the radio communication in the base stations 100-1 to
100-4 is stored. In the example of FIG. 6, the carrier numbers
of the carriers #3 to #5 are registered in the respective base
stations 100-1 to 100-4, and thus the base stations 100-1 to
100-4 can establish the radio communication of the downlink
by using the carrier #3 to the carrier #5, for example.

In the item of the “Cell ID”, the cell ID is registered. As
described above, the cell ID is an ID uniquely allocated to
each of the cells, and the different cell IDs are allocated to the
cells that are in the different CA cells, even though the cells
have the same carrier. For example, which carrier is used in
which CA cell in the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 is uniquely
decided by the cell ID. Although each of the base stations
100-1t0 100-4 has one CA cell and there is no need to identity
the CA cell by the cell ID in the example of FIG. 6, the cell ID
“1” corresponds to the carrier #3 in the base station 100-2, and
the cell ID “7” corresponds to the carrier #3 in the base station
100-3.

Now, a further explanation will be given to the cell ID. FIG.
7 is the view illustrating an example of relationship between
the carriers and the cells in the respective base stations 100-1
to 100-4, which corresponds to the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106 in FIG. 6. In the CA cell of the base station
100-2, for example, the carriers from the carrier #3 to the
carrier #5 are used, and the cell IDs “1”*to “3” are allocated to
the carrier #3 to the carrier #5, respectively. In other base
stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4, the cell IDs “4” to “12” are
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allocated to the carriers used in the respective base stations
100-1, 100-3 and 100-4. As described above, the different cell
IDs are allocated to the cells that are in the different CA cells,
even though the cells have the same carrier.

Such cell IDs are allocated by a higher-level apparatus of
the base station 100, for example, and can be collected from
the higher-level apparatus by the adjacent cell information
collection unit 111. Alternatively, the adjacent cell informa-
tion collection unit 111 may collect the cell IDs of other base
stations, and the PDCCH selection unit 113 may allocate the
cell IDs that are free. Incidentally, the eNB ID, allocated by
the higher-level apparatus, may also be collected by the adja-
cent cell information collection unit 111 and registered in the
priority PDCCH management table 106, or the eNB ID may
be generated from the cell IDs after the cell IDs are allocated
by the PDCCH selection unit 113. In the latter case, for
example, the PDCCH selection unit 113 may generate the
eNB ID by selecting the eNB ID from a plurality of eNB ID
candidates, including the cell IDs.

Back to FIG. 6, in the item of the “PDCCH priority car-
rier”, the number of the carrier that is used when the base
station 100 transmits the control signal over the PDCCH
(hereinafter referred to as a “PDCCH priority carrier”) is
stored. Incidentally, the carrier used by the base station 100 to
transmit the control signal to all subordinate terminals may be
referred to as the PDCCH priority carrier, or the carrier used
to transmit the control signal to each of the terminals may be
referred to as the PDCCH transmission carrier, for example.
Focusing on each of the terminals, the PDCCH transmission
carrier may be the PDCCH priority carrier, or there is a case
where the PDCCH transmission carrier is not the PDCCH
priority carrier, the details of which will be explained later.

The PDCCH priority carrier of its own station can be
determined in advance at the time of installing the base station
100, for example, and can be stored in the item of the
“PDCCH priority carrier” at the time of generating the prior-
ity PDCCH management table 106 and the like. Further, it is
also possible for the adjacent cell information collection unit
111 to collect the PDCCH priority carriers of other base
stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4, periodically from other base
stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4. Thus, the PDCCH priority
carriers of other base stations can be stored in the priority
PDCCH management table 106. FIG. 6 illustrates an example
of transmitting the control signal by using the carrier #4, the
carrier #3, and the carrier #4 by the base station (#2) 100-2,
the base station (#1) 100-1, and the base station (#3) 100-3,
respectively. “Unknown” in FIG. 6 means that the PDCCH
priority carrier is not clear as the base station is of another
company, for example, even though the PDCCH priority car-
rier is collected periodically.

In the item of the “Last interference calculation result”, for
example, a difference value between a received power in the
CA cell of its own station and a received power in the adjacent
CA cell of another base station is stored. Such calculation is
made by the measurement report reception unit 105, for
example, and the calculation result is stored in the item of the
“Last interference calculation result”. The example of FIG. 6
illustrates the state where the calculation result is not yet
stored in the item of the “Last interference calculation result™.
Details of the calculation will be explained later.

Incidentally, FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 illustrate an example in
which each of the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 has one CA
cell. Each of the base stations 100-1 to 100-4 may have a
plurality of CA cells, for example. FIG. 8 illustrates a con-
figuration example of the priority PDCCH management table
106, and F1G. 9 illustrates an example of relationship between
the carriers and the cells in the respective base stations 100-1
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and 100-2, respectively, in the case where each of the base
stations 100-1 and 100-2 has the two CA cells.

In the base station 100-2, for example, the CA cell IDs (CA
cell #1 and CS cell #2) are allocated to the two CA cells,
respectively. Further, in the base station (#2) 100-2, cell IDs
“1”to “3” are allocated to carriers #3 to #5 that are used in the
CA cell #1, and different cell IDs “4” to “6” are allocated to
the carriers #3 to #5 that are used in the CA cell #2, respec-
tively. In the base station 100-1 (#1), respective cell IDs are
also allocated to the carriers that are used in the two CA cells.
Thus, in the case where each of the base stations 100-1 to
100-4 has the plurality of CA cells, the different cell IDs are
allocated to the cells that are in the different CA cells, even
though the cells have the same carrier number. The eNB 1D,
the CA cell, and the carrier number are uniquely decided by
the cell ID.

Back to FIG. 4, the PDCCH transmission unit 107 receives
the instruction from the scheduler 104 to generate the control
signal, and then generates the control signal containing the
scheduling information received from the scheduler 104. The
PDCCH transmission unit 107 transmits the generated con-
trol signal via the radio signal transmission and reception unit
101 to the terminal 200, by using the PDCCH. The PDCCH
transmission unit 107 transmits the control signal to the ter-
minal 200 according to carrier information for transmitting
the control signal, such as the PDCCH priority carrier,
received from the scheduler 104, for example. In the example
of FIG. 6, for example, the PDCCH transmission unit 107
transmits the control signal by using the carrier #4. For this
reason, it is also possible for the PDCCH transmission unit
107 to control the radio signal transmission and reception unit
101 so as to transmit the control signal over the PDCCH
priority carrier, for example. Alternatively, it is also possible
for the PDCCH transmission unit 107 to read out the infor-
mation of the carrier for transmitting the control signal, such
as the PDCCH priority carrier, stored in the terminal manage-
ment table 108, and to transmit the control signal over this
carrier.

Back to FIG. 4, the terminal management table 108 stores
the number of times when the PDCCH priority carrier is
changed for each of the terminals 200, in the respective sub-
ordinate terminals 200. FIG. 10 is a view illustrating an
example of the terminal management table 108. FIG. 10
illustrates the example of the terminal management table 108
that stores information including identification information
of the terminal 200 (“UE ID”), a change frequency of the
PDCCH, and the PDCCH transmission carrier. According to
this embodiment, the base station 100 changes the PDCCH
priority carrier when it detects occurrence of the interference,
as will be explained later in an operation example. At the time
of'the initial change, the base station 100 changes the PDCCH
priority carrier itself, and at the second and subsequent
changes, the base station 100 does not change the PDCCH
priority carrier, but changes the PDCCH transmission carrier
for transmitting the control signal to the respective terminals
200. The base station 100 registers the change frequency in
the terminal management table 108 in order to distinguish the
processing that depends on the change frequency, for
example. Further, when the “PDCCH transmission carrier” is
stored in the terminal management table 108, the PDCCH
priority carrier that is set initially is stored when there is no
change, for example, the PDCCH priority carrier after the
change is stored upon the first change, and the PDCCH trans-
mission carrier after the change, which is changed for each of
the terminals 200, is stored upon the second and subsequent
changes.
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Back to FIG. 4, the interference detection unit 109 receives
the scheduling request (SR) from the terminal 200, transmits
the control signal, and thereafter detects whether the interfer-
ence is caused or not based on presence/absence of the radio
signal received from the terminal 200. Details of the interfer-
ence detection will be explained later. The interference detec-
tion unit 109 can output the interference detection result to the
PDCCH selection unit 113. Alternatively, it is also possible
for the interference detection unit 109 to output a signal to the
effect that the occurrence of the interference is detected to the
PDCCH selection unit 113, and to output nothing to the
PDCCH selection unit 113 when it detects that the interfer-
ence is not caused.

The Ethernet (registered trademark) signal transmission
and reception unit 110 transmits and receives a signal for the
Ethernet (registered trademark) to/from other base stations
and higher-level apparatuses that are connected to the base
station 100 via wire. For example, the Ethernet (registered
trademark) signal transmission and reception unit 110 can
receive the signal for the Ethernet (registered trademark)
from other base stations, extract information such as the infor-
mation about the PDCCH priority carrier, and output it to the
adjacent cell information collection unit 111. Further, the
Ethernet (registered trademark) signal transmission and
reception unit 110 can receive the PDCCH priority carrier and
the like of its own station from the adjacent cell information
collection unit 111, convert it into the signal for the Ethernet
(registered trademark), and transmit it to other base stations
and the like, for example. The signal for the Ethernet (regis-
tered trademark) may contain, for example, the eNB IDs used
by other base station 100s, the IDs of the CA cells, the carrier
numbers, the cell IDs, and the like.

The adjacent cell information collection unit 111 collects
information about the adjacent CA cells from other base
stations via the Ethernet (registered trademark) signal trans-
mission and reception unit 110. The information about the
adjacent CA cells contains, for example, the eNB IDs of other
base stations, the IDs of the CA cells, the carrier numbers, the
cell IDs, and the like. The information about the adjacent CA
cells may further contain the PDCCH priority carriers of
other base stations. The adjacent cell information collection
unit 111 may store the collected adjacent CA cell information
into an internal memory and the like, or output the adjacent
CA cell information of the base station as the handover target,
out of the collected adjacent CA cell information, to the
PDCCH selection unit 113, and allow the adjacent informa-
tion table 112 to store the information.

The adjacent information table 112 stores the information
about the adjacent CA cell of the base station as the handover
target. FIG. 11 illustrates an example of the adjacent infor-
mation table 112. The adjacent information table 112 con-
tains, for example, the eNB ID, the number of the carrier, the
cell ID, and information set by the base station 100 about
whether the base station can be the handover target or not
(“White”, “Black™) of the base station as the handover target.
For example, the base station 100 may turn on a flag of
“Black” when it wishes to set the base station that is not
allowed to be the handover target (or that is not allowed to be
handed over), and may turn on a flag of “White” to the base
station that may be handed over. When determining the han-
dover target of the terminal 200, the base station 100 can
determine whether the handover target is appropriate or not,
by gaining access to this adjacent information table 112.

Back to FIG. 4, when the PDCCH selection unit 113
receives the detection result or notification that the interfer-
ence is detected in the interference detection unit 109, it gains
access to the priority PDCCH management table 106 and
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changes the PDCCH priority carrier. Namely, when the inter-
ference is detected with respect to the PDCCH priority carrier
that is used up to this point, the PDCCH selection unit 113
changes the PDCCH priority carrier to another PDCCH pri-
ority carrier. The PDCCH selection unit 113 registers the
changed PDCCH priority carrier in the priority PDCCH man-
agement table 106. The change processing of the PDCCH
priority carrier by the PDCCH selection unit 113 will be
explained later.

Incidentally, the PDCCH selection unit 113 can output the
cell IDs of'its own station to the radio signal transmission and
reception unit 101. Thus, the base station 100 can notify the
subordinate terminals 200 of the cell IDs its own station. As
the cell IDs are stored in the priority PDCCH management
table 106 or the adjacent information table 112, for example,
the PDCCH selection unit 113 can read out the cell IDs from
these tables 106 and 112 and transmit the cell IDs. It is also
possible for the scheduler 104 to perform scheduling so as to
periodically transmit the cell IDs of its own station to the
terminals 200. When receiving the cell IDs, each of the ter-
minal 200 identifies the carriers from the cell IDs, and can
transmit the measurement report for each of the carriers.

<Configuration Example of Terminal Apparatus>

Next, a configuration example of the terminal 200 will be
explained. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the terminal 200 is pro-
vided with, for example, a radio signal transmission and
reception unit 201, an RSRP measuring unit 202, a measure-
ment report transmission unit 203, an SR processing unit 204,
and a PDCCH reception unit 205.

Incidentally, the reception unit 270 according to the first
embodiment corresponds to the radio signal transmission and
reception unit 201 and the PDCCH reception unit 205, for
example.

The radio signal transmission and reception unit 201
receives the radio signal transmitted from the base station
100, converts (down-converts) the radio signal into the base-
band signal, and outputs the converted baseband signal to the
RSRP measuring unit 202 and the PDCCH reception unit
205. Further, the radio signal transmission and reception unit
201 converts (up-converts) the scheduling request outputted
from the SR processing unit 204 and the measurement report
outputted from the measurement report transmission unit 203
into the radio signal, and transmits it to the base station 100 as
the radio signal. The radio signal transmission and reception
unit 201 is provided with the A/D conversion circuit, the D/A
conversion circuit, the frequency converter, the band pass
filter (BPF) and the like, in order to perform the above-
described conversion.

The RSRP measuring unit 202 extracts the reference signal
from the baseband signal and, based on the reference signal,
measures the RSRP (Reference Signal Received Power). The
RSRP measuring unit 202 outputs the measured RSRP to the
measurement report transmission unit 203. The RSRP mea-
suring unit 202 can also measure RSRQ (Reference Signal
Received Quality) other than the RSRP, for example. Here,
such information that the reference signal is transmitted by
using the predetermined radio resource, for example, is
shared by the terminal 200 and the base station 100 and
therefore, the RSRP measuring unit 202 can receive the ref-
erence signal by using this radio resource.

In addition, the RSRP measuring unit 202 can measure the
RSRP of each of the carriers. The terminal 200 can receive the
cell IDs from the base station 100 and, based on the received
cell IDs, the RSRP measuring unit 202 can recognize for
which carrier the RSRP is to be measured. Therefore, the
RSRP measuring unit 202 measures the RSRPs of the carriers
respectively corresponding to the plurality of cell IDs that are
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received. Therefore, information about the correspondence
between the cell IDs and the carriers is stored in the memory
or the like, for example, and the RSRP measuring unit 202,
receiving the cell IDs from the base station 100, can recognize
the corresponding carriers by gaining access to the memory or
the like.

In addition, the RSRP measuring unit 202 can measure the
RSRPs of the reference signals transmitted from other base
stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4, other than the connected
base station 100-2. In this case, it is also possible for the
terminal 200 to receive the plurality of cell IDs transmitted
respectively from other base stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4,
and to receive the reference signals transmitted from other
base stations 100-1, 100-3 and 1004 using the carriers corre-
sponding to the plurality of cell IDs. Therefore, the RSRP
measuring unit 202 can measure the RSRPs of the respective
carriers of other base stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4. The
RSRP measuring unit 202 outputs the measured RSRPs and
the corresponding cell IDs to the measurement report trans-
mission unit 203.

The measurement report transmission unit 203 generates
the measurement report containing the measured RSRPs and
the cell IDs, and transmits the generated measurement report
via the radio signal transmission and reception unit 201 to the
base station 100. For example, the terminal 200, being con-
nected to the base station 100, is instructed to generate the
measurement report when the RSRP of the connected base
station is below a threshold value, and/or when a difference
between the RSRP of'the adjacent another base station and the
RSRP of the connected base station is below a threshold
value. Therefore, the terminal 200 transmits the measurement
report when the terminal 200 is located at an edge (edge
portion) of the CA cell and when the RSRP is the threshold
value or less. For example, the measurement report transmis-
sion unit 203 generates the measurement report when the
RSRP of the connected base station 100-2 is a first threshold
value or less. At this time, the measurement report transmis-
sion unit 203 also generates the measurement report of the
RSRPs of other base stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4, based
on the instruction from the base station. Further, the measure-
ment report transmission unit 203 allows the cell IDs of the
measured RSRPs to be contained in the measurement report.

Thus, the cell IDs and the RSRPs of the respective carriers
of the connected base station 100-2, and the cell IDs and the
RSRPs of the respective carriers of the measured other base
stations 100-1, 100-3 and 100-4 are contained in the measure-
ment report.

The SR processing unit 204 generates the scheduling
request (SR: Scheduling Request) and transmits it via the
radio signal transmission unit 201 to the base station 100. For
example, when the terminal 200 has data to be transmitted to
the base station 100 but has no allocation opportunity of the
PUSCH, the terminal 200 can transmit the scheduling request
to the base station 100. Then, the base station 100 can perform
scheduling to the terminal 200, and transmit scheduling infor-
mation with regard to the physical uplink shared channel
(PUSCH) to the terminal 200 as the control signal.

The PDCCH reception unit 205 receives the control signal
transmitted from the base station 100 in response to the sched-
uling request. For example, the PDCCH reception unit 205
can receive the control signal by using the radio resource that
is allocated for the PDCCH in advance.

<Operation Example>

Next, an operation example of the radio communication
system 10 that is configured as above will be explained. FIG.
12 is a sequence chart illustrating the entire operation
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example, and FIG. 13 is a flowchart of processing of changing
the PDCCH transmission carrier.

First, the operation example illustrated in FIG. 12 will be
explained. In this example, it is supposed that the base station
100 includes three base stations 100-2 to 100-4, and the
PDCCH priority carriers of the base stations 100-3 and 100-4
are set to have carrier numbers #3 and #5, respectively (S10,
S11). It is also supposed that the base station 100-2 is not
powered on, and nothing is registered in the priority PDCCH
management table 106.

Then, the base station 100-2 turns the power on (S12), sets
the carriers used for the downlink and the uplink by using the
carrier aggregation, and initially sets the carrier number of the
PDCCH priority carrier (carrier number #3, for example)
(S13). The carriers to be used for the uplink and the downlink
are set by the scheduler 104, for example, and the PDCCH
priority carrier is set by the PDCCH selection unit 113, for
example.

For example, the PDCCH selection unit 113 can determine
the PDCCH priority carrier, out of a plurality of carriers setby
the scheduler 104, and register the PDCCH priority carrier in
the priority PDCCH management table 106. Further, the adja-
cent cell information collection unit 111 sets the cell IDs that
are allocated by the higher-level apparatus, or the cell IDs that
are not used in the cell IDs collected from other base stations,
as the cell IDs to be used by its own station. The PDCCH
selection unit 113 can receive the cell IDs of its own station
from the adjacent cell information collection unit 111, for
example, and register the cell IDs in the priority PDCCH
management table 106. With regard to the eNB ID, the adja-
cent cell information collection unit 111 collects the eNB ID
allocated from the higher-level apparatus, or generates the
eNB ID of its own station including the cell IDs. Thus-col-
lected or generated eNB ID is registered in the priority
PDCCH management table 106 by the PDCCH selection unit
113. Thus, the information is registered in the items from, for
example, the “eNB ID” to the “PDCCH transmission carrier”
with regard to the base station 100-2 as its own station, as
illustrated in FIG. 6.

Incidentally, the base station 100-2 can transmit the refer-
ence signal after turning the power on. For example, the RS
signal generation unit 102 controls the radio signal transmis-
sion and reception unit 101 so as to transmit the reference
signal by using the downlink communication carriers (for
example, carrier #3 to carrier #5) that are set by the scheduler
104. Further, the base station 100-2 can also transmit the cell
1Ds of'its own station. For example, the PDCCH selection unit
113 can transmit the cell IDs of its own station via the radio
signal transmission and reception unit 101.

Next, the terminal 200-2 generates the measurement report
based on the reference signal transmitted from the base sta-
tion 100-2, and transmits it to the base station 100-2 (S14).
When, for example, the terminal 200-2 is located near the
edge of'the CA cell of the base station 100-2, and the RSRP of
one of the carriers in the CA cell becomes the first threshold
value or less, the measurement report can be transmitted.
Alternatively, the measurement report can be transmitted by
the terminal 200-2 when a signal requesting the terminal
200-2 to transmit the measurement report is transmitted by
the base station 100-2. The measurement report contains, for
example, the RSRPs of the respective carriers in the base
station 100-2, and the RSRPs of the respective carriers in
other base stations 100-3 and 100-4. In this case, it is sup-
posed that the RSRP measuring unit 202 of the terminal 200
can receive the reference signals respectively transmitted
from other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 and can measure the
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RSRPs. The measurement report also contains the cell IDs
corresponding to the respective carriers whose RSRPs are
measured.

Next, the terminal 200-3 also transmits the measurement
report to the base station 100-2, based on the reference signal
transmitted from the base station 100-2 (S15). This measure-
ment report also contains the RSRPs of the respective carriers
of the base stations 100-2 to 100-4, and the respective cell
1Ds.

Next, the base station 100-2 identifies other base stations,
based on the received measurement report, and makes the
registration in the priority PDCCH management table 106
(S16). For example, the measurement report reception unit
105 identifies other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 from the
cell IDs contained in the received measurement report, and
determines whether these are the base stations as the interfer-
ence source or not, according to the RSRPs.

With regard to the determination whether the base station is
the interference source or not, another base station 100-3 is
determined as the base station as the interference source when
a difference value between the RSRP of its own station and
the RSRP of another base station 100-3 that are contained in
the received measurement report is a second threshold value
or less, for example. In this case, a plurality of RSRPs exist
corresponding to the plurality of carriers in its own station and
in another base station 100-3, and the measurement report
reception unit 105 compares each of the difference values,
between the RSRPs of the identical carriers, with the second
threshold value. At this time, the base station may be deter-
mined by the measurement report reception unit 105 as the
base station as the interference source when at least one of the
difference values ofthe identical carriers is the second thresh-
old value or less, or the base station can be determined as the
base station as the interference source when all the difference
values are the second threshold value or less. The other base
station 100-4 is determined in a similar manner. Incidentally,
when the difference is greater than the second threshold
value, the measurement report reception unit 105 may deter-
mine that other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 are not the base
stations as the interference source, such that the registration to
the priority PDCCH management table 106 is not made.

Other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 that are determined as
the base stations as the interference source are added to the
priority PDCCH management table 106 as new entries. In this
case, the measurement report reception unit 105 acquires, for
example, the eNB IDs, the carrier numbers, and the CA cell
IDs corresponding to the cell IDs of other base stations 100-3
and 100-4 that are determined as the base stations as the
interference source, from the adjacent information table 112
or the adjacent cell information collection unit 111. Then, the
measurement report reception unit 105 newly registers the
eNB IDs, the carrier numbers, the cell IDs, and the CA cells
in the priority PDCCH management table 106. Thus, as illus-
trated in FIG. 6, for example, the entries such as “#3” and
“#4” are added to the priority PDCCH management table 106,
as the eNB IDs of the interference sources. Incidentally, the
registration of the CA cell IDs is not made in the example
illustrated in FIG. 6, because each of the base stations has one
CA cell.

When the base station as the interference source is deter-
mined by the measurement report reception unit 105, the
registration in the “Last interference calculation result” in the
priority PDCCH management table 106 is also made. For
example, the measurement report reception unit 105 uses the
RSRP of'its own station and the RSRP of another base station
100-3 that are contained in the measurement report received
within a certain period of time (T second) to calculate:
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(RSRP of its own station)—-(RSRP of another base
station)

for each of the carriers, and registers the calculated value in
the “Last interference calculation result”. When there are the
plurality of measurement reports received, the RSRPs of its
own station and the RSRPs of another base station from all the
terminals may be averaged, or the n RSRPs may be sampled
to find an average value. Then, the value is registered in the
corresponding item of the “Last interference calculation
result” in the priority PDCCH management table 106 of FIG.
6, for example. Thus, the latest calculation result is registered
in the “Last interference calculation result”.

Next, the base station 100-2 exchanges the carrier numbers
of the PDCCH priority carriers of the base stations as the
interference source 100-3 and 100-4 (S17, S18). For example,
when the PDCCH selection unit 113 detects the addition of
the entry of the “eNB ID” and the like into the priority
PDCCH management table 106, it instructs the adjacent cell
information collection unit 111 to exchange the PDCCH pri-
ority carriers with the base station having the eNB ID. Receiv-
ing the instruction, the adjacent cell information collection
unit 111 requests acquisition of the PDCCH priority carrier
from the base station having the eNB ID via the Ethernet
(registered trademark) signal transmission and reception unit
110, and acquires the PDCCH priority carrier of the base
station having the eNB ID. In addition, the adjacent cell
information collection unit 111 receives the PDCCH priority
carrier of its own station from the PDCCH selection unit 113,
and transmits the PDCCH priority carrier of its own station to
the base station having the eNB ID. Thus, the adjacent cell
information collection unit 111 can acquire the PDCCH pri-
ority carriers of other base stations 100-3 and 100-4, and
register these in the corresponding item in the priority
PDCCH management table 106 via the PDCCH selection unit
113. Incidentally, the PDCCH priority carriers can be col-
lected from or transmitted to other base stations 100-3 and
100-4 periodically.

Thus, the base station 100-2 can store the information in
the items from the “eNB ID” to the “Last interference calcu-
lation result” in the priority PDCCH management table 106,
with regard to its own station and other base stations 100-3
and 100-4.

Next, the base station 100-2 performs connection process-
ing of the radio communication with the terminal 200-1
(819). The base station 100-2 and the terminal 200-1 perform
the connection processing by, for example, exchanging rang-
ing messages and the like.

Next, the terminal 200-1 transmits the scheduling request
(SR) to the base station 100-2 (S20). The scheduling request
is generated in the SR processing unit 204, and transmitted to
the base station 100-2 via the radio signal transmission and
reception unit 201, for example.

Next, the base station 100-2 receives the scheduling
request transmitted from the terminal 200-1, and transmits the
control signal based on the scheduling request (S21). For
example, when receiving the scheduling request via the radio
signal transmission and reception unit 101, the message trans-
mission and reception unit 103 outputs the scheduling request
to the scheduler 104. Based on the scheduling request, the
scheduler 104 performs scheduling of the PUSCH to the
terminal 200-1, generates information about the radio
resource of the PUSCH to the terminal 200-1, and outputs it
to the PDCCH transmission unit 107 as the scheduling infor-
mation. The scheduler 104 instructs the PDCCH transmission
unit 107 to generate the control signal and, based on the
instruction, the PDCCH transmission unit 107 generates the
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control signal containing the scheduling information, and
transmits it to the terminal 200-1 via the radio signal trans-
mission and reception unit 101. In addition, the scheduler 104
acquires the PDCCH priority carrier from the priority
PDCCH management table 106, for example, and instructs
the PDCCH transmission unit 107 to transmit the control
signal by using this PDCCH priority carrier. Based on this
instruction, the PDCCH transmission unit 107 instructs the
radio signal transmission and reception unit 101 to transmit
the generated control signal by using the PDCCH priority
carrier, for example. Based on this instruction, the radio sig-
nal transmission and reception unit 101 converts the control
signal into the radio signal so that it is transmitted over the
PDCCH priority carrier. Thus, the control signal containing
the radio resource information of the PUSCH is transmitted to
the terminal 200-1 by using the PDCCH priority carrier.

Next, the base station 100-2 detects the interference (S22).
The detection of the interference is made by the interference
detection unit 109, and a detection method is as follows, for
example. Specifically, the interference detection unit 109
detects that the interference is caused when, even after the
allocation of the PUSCH, it is unable to receive the radio
signal from the terminal 200-1 for a consecutive and certain
number of times, and detects that the interference is not
caused when it is able to receive the radio signal from the
terminal 200-1. According to the example of FIG. 12, the
occurrence of the interference is detected as the radio signal is
not able to be received consecutively. For example, the base
station 100-2 is unable to receive the radio signal even after
receiving the scheduling request from the terminal 200 (S20),
which raises the possibility that the terminal 200-1 in unable
to receive the control signal due to the interference (S21).
Therefore, the interference detection unit 109 determines that
the interference is caused when such a situation occurs, and
determines that the interference is not caused when it can
receive the radio signal.

Incidentally, the certain number of times may be equal to
the number of re-transmission of HARQ, or the number of
re-transmission of HARQ or more or less, for example. The
interference detection unit 109 may have a counter in its
inside, for example, for the purpose of performing such detec-
tion.

The interference detection unit 109 can receive the sched-
uling information from the scheduler 104, for example, in
order to detect the interference. By using the information
about the radio resource of the uplink allocated by the sched-
uler 104, the interference detection unit 109 can detect
whether the radio signal is received or not, and thus the
interference detection unit 109 detects the interference by
monitoring the radio signal received in the radio signal trans-
mission and reception unit 101. Upon detection of the occur-
rence of the interference, the interference detection unit 109
can output the detection result, containing the UE ID of the
terminal 200-1 to be interfered, to the PDCCH selection unit
109. Based on the UE ID contained in the radio resource
allocation information received from the scheduler 104, for
example, the interference detection unit 109 can output the
interference result containing the UE ID of the terminal 200-
1, with which the interference is caused. Incidentally, when
the interference detection unit 109 detects that the interfer-
ence is not caused, the following processing is not performed
by the base station 100-2.

When the base station 100-2 detects the interference, it
changes the PDCCH priority carrier of its own station that is
registered in the priority PDCCH management table 106
(S23). Details of the change processing of the PDCCH prior-
ity carrier will be explained below.
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FIG. 13 is the flowchart illustrating an operation example
of'the change processing of the PDCCH priority carrier. This
processing partially overlaps with the processing of FIG. 12,
and the numerals and symbols that are identical to those of the
processing of FIG. 12 are used to designate the overlapped
processing. Incidentally, it is supposed that the above-de-
scribed PDCCH priority carrier is determined as the initial
setting (S13).

The base station 100-2 starts the processing (S30), detects
the occurrence of the interference (S22), and performs the
subsequent processing.

Next, the base station 100-2 sets a value of n as “0” (S31).
The change frequency of the transmission carrier for trans-
mitting the control signal over the PDCCH (hereinafter
referred to as a “PDCCH transmission carrier”) is defined as
n, for example. In this processing, the PDCCH transmission
carrier is changed by changing the PDCCH priority carrier of
its own station at the time of the initial change and, when the
interference is detected even after that, the PDCCH transmis-
sion carrier is changed for each terminal 200-1 at the second
and subsequent changes. Thus, the change frequency nis used
because the processing in the base station 100-2 is changed
according to the change frequency. For example, the PDCCH
selection unit 113 makes the setting by receiving from the
interference detection unit 109 the detection result that the
interference is present and the UE ID of the terminal 200-1 to
be interfered, and storing “0” in a field of the “change fre-
quency” of the corresponding terminal 200-1 in the terminal
management table 108.

Next, the base station 100-2 detects whether the terminal
200-1, from which the radio signal is not able to be received,
is located at the edge (edge portion) of the CA cell or not
(S32). When, for example, the target terminal 200-1 is located
inside the CA cell (near the base station 100-2, for example),
not at the edge of the CA cell (or within a threshold distance
from a boundary of a radio wave reachable range), and the
radio signal is not able to be received even after the allocation
of the radio resource is made, it may be due to a factor other
than the interference. Therefore, when the terminal 200-1 is
located at the position other than the edge of the CA cell (No
in S32), the terminal 200-1 is not supposed to be a target of
this processing (S33), according to this embodiment. Inciden-
tally, it is possible to detect whether the target terminal 200-1
is located at the edge of the CA cell or not by, for example,
determining whether the RSRP of its own station, contained
in the latest measurement report with respect to the terminal
200-1, is a third threshold value or less or not. For example,
the measurement report reception unit 105 determines that
the terminal 200-1 is located at the edge of the CA cell when
the RSRP ofits own station is the third threshold value or less
and, when this is not the case, determines that the terminal
200-1 is not located at the edge of the CA cell. The measure-
ment report reception unit 105 can notify the PDCCH selec-
tion unit 113 of the determination result, via the priority
PDCCH management table 106, for example. The PDCCH
selection unit 113 performs the subsequent processing when
the determination result indicates that the terminal is located
at the edge, and, when the determination result indicates that
the terminal is not located at the edge, the PDCCH selection
unit 113 finishes the processing (S33) by regarding the ter-
minal as not being the target (S33).

When the base station 100-2 detects that the target terminal
200-1 is located at the edge of the CA cell (Yes in S32), it
determines whether the change frequency n of the PDCCH
transmission carrier is “0” or not (S34). When the change
frequency n is “0”, for example, it means that the PDCCH
priority carrier does not changed yet, and when the change
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frequency is “1” or more, it means that the PDCCH priority
carrier is already changed. The change processing changes
according to the change frequency n, as described above, and
the change processing is branched from this processing. For
example, the PDCCH selection unit 113 can read out the
change frequency n of the target terminal 200-1, registered in
the terminal management table 108, for determination.

When the change frequency n is “0” (Yes in S34), the base
station 100-2 detects whether the PDCCH transmission car-
rier to the terminal 200-1 is the PDCCH priority carrier or not
(S35). When the PDCCH transmission carrier of the terminal
200-1 is individually allocated before performing this pro-
cessing, for example, the transmission carrier is kept being
allocated individually. Therefore, when the PDCCH trans-
mission carrier to the terminal 200-1 is not the PDCCH pri-
ority carrier (No in S35), the base station 100-2 changes the
PDCCH transmission carrier that is individually allocated to
the terminal 200-1 to the PDCCH priority carrier of its own
station (S36). Then, the processing moves to S22 and is
repeated again by the base station 100-2. For example, the
PDCCH selection unit 113 reads out the PDCCH transmis-
sion carrier from the terminal management table 108, and
reads out the priority PDCCH transmission carrier from the
priority PDCCH management table 106, so as to perform the
detection by determining whether the both carriers agree with
each other or not. When the both carriers do not agree with
each other, for example, the PDCCH selection unit 113
changes the PDCCH transmission carrier of the terminal 200-
1, stored in the terminal management table 108, to the
PDCCH priority carrier.

Meanwhile, when the PDCCH transmission carrier to the
terminal 200-1 is the PDCCH priority carrier (Yes in S35), the
base station 100-2 checks the PDCCH priority carriers in
other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 (S37). For example, the
PDCCH selection unit 113 reads out the PDCCH priority
carriers of other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 from the item
of the “PDCCH priority carrier” registered in the priority
PDCCH management table 106.

Next, the base station 100-2 determines whether the carrier
number identical to that of the PDCCH priority carrier of its
own station is used as the PDCCH priority carrier in other
base stations 100-3 and 100-4 or not (S38). This is because,
even when the base station 100-2 detects the interference
(S22), it is foreseeable that the interference is not due to the
control signal transmitted from other base stations 100-2 and
100-3, when other base stations 100-2 and 100-3 do not use
the PDCCH priority carrier identical to that of the base station
100-2.

When the same PDCCH priority carrier does not exist (No
in S38), the base station 100-2 transmits an edge determina-
tion changing request to the terminal 200-1 (S39). For
example, the base station 100-2 transmits the changing
request of the first threshold value, as the threshold value to
decide whether to transmit the measurement report or not, to
the terminals 200-1 to 200-3. In this case, the base station
100-2 transmits the changing request to change the first
threshold value to have the smaller value, for example, so that
the transmission of the measurement report by the terminals
200-1 to 200-3, and the registration of the base station as the
interference source in the priority PDCCH management table
106 are caused less frequently than in the past. Incidentally,
the PDCCH selection unit 113 may read out the PDCCH
priority carriers from the priority PDCCH management table
106, and determine whether the PDCCH priority carrier of its
own station is the same as the PDCCH priority carriers of
other base stations or not. Incidentally, the base station 100-2
transmits the edge determination changing request (S39), and
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thereafter, finishes the processing (S391). The edge determi-
nation changing request and the change of the first threshold
value are made by, for example, the PDCCH selection unit
113, the scheduler 104 or the like, and the first threshold value
after the change is transmitted to the terminal 200-1.

Meanwhile, when the carrier that is the same as the
PDCCH priority carrier of its own station is used as the
PDCCH priority carrier in any of other base stations 100-3
and 100-4 (Yes in S38), the base station 100-2 changes the
PDCCH priority carrier of its own station (S23). It is because
the interference is considered to be caused when the identical
PDCCH priority carrier is used in other base stations 100-3
and 100-4.

The change can be made as follows, for example. Specifi-
cally, the PDCCH selection unit 113 changes the carrier to the
carrier that is not used (that is free) as the PDCCH priority
carrier in other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 according to the
priority PDCCH management table 106. When there are a
plurality of carriers that are not used, the PDCCH selection
unit 113 can select either one carrier on a random basis, or
select the carrier with the least interference, among the plu-
rality of carriers. The carrier with the least interference
means, for example, the carrier whose value stored in the
“Last interference calculation result” is the greatest in the
priority PDCCH management table 106. In the example of
FIG. 6, the PDCCH selection unit 113 selects the carrier #5,
as the carrier #5 is not used as the PDCCH priority carrier in
other base stations 100-3 and 100-4. This is because, when the
control signal is transmitted over the PDCCH priority carrier
that is not used by other base stations 100-3 and 100-4, the
interference with the control signal transmitted from other
base stations can be avoided, and the possibility of receiving
the control signal in the terminal 200-1 is improved more than
in the past.

Further, when all the carriers are used as the PDCCH
priority carriers in other base stations 100-2 and 100-3 (when
there is no free carrier number), the PDCCH selection unit
113 changes the carrier with the least interference to the
PDCCH priority carrier. In the example of FIG. 6, when the
base station (#4) 100-4 uses the carrier #5 as the PDCCH
priority carrier, the PDCCH selection unit 113 changes the
carrier that is other than the carrier #4 and that has the greatest
value stored in the “Last interference calculation result”, to
the PDCCH priority carrier. This is because, even though the
carrier used in the base stations 100-3 and 100-4 for trans-
mitting the control signal is used by the base station 100-2, the
possibility of avoiding the interference with the control signal
of other base stations 100-3 and 100-4 can be improved when
the carrier with the least interference is used, as compared
with the case of doing nothing.

After changing the PDCCH priority carrier, the base sta-
tion 100-2 registers the carrier after the change in the priority
PDCCH management table 106. For example, in the above-
described example, the PDCCH selection unit 113 changes
the PDCCH priority carrier in the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106 from the carrier #4 to the carrier #5.

Next, the base station 100-2 changes the PDCCH priority
carrier after the change to the PDCCH transmission carrier to
the terminal 200-1 (S40). For example, the PDCCH selection
unit 113 changes the PDCCH transmission carrier of the
terminal 200-1, registered in the terminal management table
108, to the PDCCH priority carrier after the change. Then, the
scheduler 104, for example, gains access to the terminal man-
agement table 108 or the priority PDCCH management table
106, and reads out the carrier number of the PDCCH priority
carrier. At the time of the scheduling of the radio resource to
the subordinate terminal, such as the terminal 200-1, the
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scheduling can be made by the scheduler 104 so as to transmit
the control signal by using the PDCCH priority carrier after
the change, after this.

Next, the base station 100-2 detects whether the change
frequency n is “1” or more or not (S41). As described above,
the PDCCH priority carrier is changed as the initial change of
the PDCCH transmission carrier when n=0, and the PDCCH
transmission carrier is individually changed in other cases,
and therefore, the change frequency n is checked again.

When the change frequency n is not “1” or more (No in
S41), the base station 100-2 adds “1” to the change frequency
n (S43). For example, the PDCCH selection unit 113 changes
the change frequency of the corresponding terminal 200-1 in
the terminal management table 108 from “0” to “1”. Alterna-
tively, the PDCCH selection unit 113 adds “1” to the change
frequency n that is stored in the internal memory or the like,
and re-stores the change frequency n. Then, the processing
moves to S22 again and the above-described processing is
repeated.

Meanwhile, when the change frequency n is “1” or more,
the PDCCH priority carrier is changed already, and in this
case, the base station 100-2 changes the PDCCH transmission
carrier to the terminal 200-1 to the carrier that is unused until
then (S42). The carrier is changed to the unused carrier if
there is the carrier that is not used (that is free) as the PDCCH
priority carriers in other base stations 100-3 and 100-4, even
after the change of the PDCCH priority carrier (S23), for
example. When there are a plurality of unused PDCCH pri-
ority carriers, the carrier may be selected on a random basis,
or the carrier with the least interference (with the greatest
“Last interference detection result”) may be selected. Further,
when all the carriers are used as the PDCCH priority carriers
by other base stations 100-3 and 100-4, the carrier with the
least interference (with the greatest “Last interference detec-
tion result”) is changed to the PDCCH transmission carrier,
out of the carriers except for the PDCCH priority carrier of its
own station. The PDCCH transmission carrier is changed by,
for example, the PDCCH selection unit 113, similarly to S23.
In the change processing for the second and third times after
the PDCCH priority carrier is changed in the initial change,
the base station 100-2 selects the carrier that is not used as the
PDCCH priority carriers in other base stations 100-3 and
100-4, or the carrier with the least interference to less inter-
ference. Incidentally, even when the change frequency n is not
“0” (No in S34), the processing shifts to S42 and the base
station 100-2 changes the PDCCH priority carrier to the ter-
minal 200-1.

Then, the base station 100-2 adds “1” to the change fre-
quency n (S43), and the processing moves to S22.

The example of the carrier change processing in the base
station 100-2 is explained thus far, but when the terminal
200-1 releases the connection with the base station 100-2, for
example, the carrier change processing finishes even in the
middle of the processing. The processing finishes when the
terminal 200-1 hands over to other base stations 100-3 and
100-4, or when the terminal 200-1 itself turns the power off,
for example.

Back to FIG. 12, the terminal 200-1 transmits the schedul-
ing request (SR) again (S24). The scheduling request is trans-
mitted again because the terminal 200-1 does not received the
control signal in response to the scheduling request that is
requested in the past (S20), and is unable to transmit the data
and the like to the base station 100-2 under this situation.

Upon receipt of the scheduling request, the base station
100-2 allocates the radio resource to the terminal 200-1 again,
and transmits it to the terminal 200-1 as the control signal
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(S25). At this time, the base station 100-2 transmits the con-
trol signal by using the PDCCH priority carrier after the
change.

Next, the terminal 200-1 receives the transmitted control
signal, converts the data and the like into the radio signal, and
transmits it to the base station 100-1, according to the infor-
mation about the radio resource contained in the control sig-
nal (S26).

FIG. 12 illustrates the example in which the interference
can be avoided by the initial change of the PDCCH transmis-
sion carrier (the change of the PDCCH priority carrier), and
the terminal 200-1 can receive the control signal normally.
When the terminal 200-1 is unable to receive the control
signal due to the interference, even after the initial change of
the PDCCH priority carrier, the base station 100-2 changes
the PDCCH transmission carrier to the terminal 200-1, with-
out changing the PDCCH priority carrier (S42 in FIG. 13), as
described above.

As explained thus far, upon transmitting/receiving the
radio signal by using the plurality of carriers by using the
carrier aggregation, the base station 100 according to this
embodiment changes the carrier for transmitting the control
signal, when the interference is detected with regard to the
transmission of the control signal to the terminal 200. As the
base station changes the carrier for transmitting the control
signal, the interference with the control signal transmitted
from other base stations can be avoided, and the control signal
transmitted from the base station 100 can be received in the
terminal 200. As the terminal 200 can receive the control
signal, it can transmit the data and the like to the base station
100, and establish the radio communication with the base
station 100, for example.

Incidentally, according to the second embodiment, the
explanation is given to the example in which each of the base
stations 100-1 to 100-4 mainly has one CA cell. Even when
there are the plurality of CA cells, the PDCCH transmission
carrier can be changed similarly to the above-described
example, because the same PDCCH priority carrier is used in
all the CA cells in the same base station 100, for example. In
the example of FIG. 8, when the PDCCH priority carrier of
the base station (#1) 100-1 is the carrier #4, for example, the
PDCCH priority carrier after the change in the base station
(#2) 100-2 may be the carrier #3 or the carrier #5 that is not
used (that is free).

Third Embodiment

Next, a third embodiment will be explained. According to
the second embodiment, the priority PDCCH management
table 106 and the adjacent information table 112 are
explained as the separate tables, but these may be identical. In
this case, for example, the priority PDCCH management
table 106 is also used as and has the function of the adjacent
information table 112, which will be referred to when, for
example, the terminal 200 performs the handover.

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a configuration example of the
base station 100, and FIG. 15 is a view illustrating a configu-
ration example of the priority PDCCH management table
(hereinafter referred to as a “multi-use priority PDCCH man-
agement table”) 106, when the priority PDCCH management
table 106 is also used as the adjacent information table 112.
Asillustrated in FIG. 14, the base station 100 according to this
example is the same as the configuration example of the base
station 100 according to the second embodiment (FIG. 4, for
example), except that the adjacent information table 112 is
excluded.
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As illustrated in FIG. 15, the multi-use priority PDCCH
management table 106 has additional items of “White” and
“Black”, indicating whether the handover is allowed or not as
the handover target. The “White” means that the base station
100 (or the CA cell) is allowed to be handed over, and the
“Black” means that the base station 100 (orthe CA cell) is not
allowed to be handed over. In the example of FIG. 15, the base
station (#4) is set as the base station that is not allowed to be
handed over. Incidentally, the base station (#5) is the base
station detected as the interference source, although it is not
originally registered in the multi-use priority PDCCH man-
agement table 106 as the base station to be handed over. Not
only information about the base station as the handover target,
but also information about the base station as the interference
source, is registered in the multi-use priority PDCCH man-
agement table 106. The base station as the interference
source, not only the base station as the handover target, is
registered, similarly to the priority PDCCH management
table as explained in the second embodiment (FIG. 6, FIG. 8,
for example).

Incidentally, operation similar to that of the second
embodiment (FIG. 12, FIG. 13, for example) can also be
performed in the example of the multi-use priority PDCCH
management table 106. This is because the items stored in the
multi-use priority PDCCH management table 106 do not
change, except that the items of the “White” and “Black” are
added thereto.

In addition, implementation as another embodiment is also
possible in the radio communication system 10 having, for
example, a macrocell and a femcell, other than the radio
communication system 10 explained in the second embodi-
ment. FIG. 16 is a view illustrating a configuration example of
such a radio communication system 10, in which the macro-
cell is formed by the base station 100-1 and the femtocell is
formed by the base station 100-2. When the carrier aggrega-
tion is performed in such a radio communication system 10,
the carriers used by the base station 100-1 can be the carrier
#1 to the carrier #2, and the carriers used by the base station
100-2 can be the carrier #3 to the carrier #5. It is possible to
avoid the interference of the radio signal transmitted/received
respectively, by using the different carriers in the macrocell
and the femtocell. This also applies to the transmission of the
control signal, and the base station 100-1 forming the mac-
rocell sets the PDCCH priority carrier from the carrier #1 and
carrier #2, for example. Further, the base station 100-2 form-
ing the femtocell sets the PDCCH priority carrier from the
carrier #3 to carrier #5. Thus, the interference of the control
signal can be avoided.

Although the interference is caused when the same carrier
is set as the PDCCH priority carriers in the base stations 100-1
and 100-2 at the time of the initial setting, the interference can
be avoided in this case by changing the PDCCH priority
carrier to the carrier that is not used or the carrier with the least
interference, similarly to the second embodiment. Namely,
implementation can be made, similarly to the second embodi-
ment, in the radio communication system 10 having the fem-
tocell and the macrocell.

Further, the operation explained in the above-described
second embodiment can also be implemented by configura-
tion examples of the base station 100 and the terminal 200
according to the third embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 17A
and FIG. 17B.

The base station 100 is provided with a CPU (Central
Processing Unit) 150, a memory 151, a DSP (Digital Signal
Processor) 152, an RF (Radio Frequency) unit 153, an Eth-
ernet (registered trademark) board 154, and an antenna 155.
The DSP 152 operates based on an instruction from the CPU
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150 and, when the DSP 152 is operated, it can realize various
functions of the RS signal generation unit 102, the message
transmission and reception unit 103, the scheduler 104, the
measurement report reception unit 105, the PDCCH trans-
mission unit 107, the interference detection unit 109, the
adjacent cell information collection unit 111, and the PDCCH
selection unit 113 according to the second embodiment (FIG.
4, for example), for example. Therefore, the CPU 150 and the
DSP 152 correspond to, for example, the RS signal generation
unit 102, the message transmission and reception unit 103,
the scheduler 104, the measurement report reception unit 105,
the PDCCH transmission unit 107, the interference detection
unit 109, the adjacent cell information collection unit 111,
and the PDCCH selection unit 113. Further, the memory 151
corresponds to, for example, the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106, the terminal management table 108, and the
adjacent information table 112 according to the second
embodiment (FIG. 4, for example). Furthermore, the Ethernet
(registered trademark) board 154 corresponds to, for
example, the Ethernet (registered trademark) signal transmis-
sion and reception unit 110 according to the second embodi-
ment (FIG. 4, for example), and the RF unit 153 and the
antenna 155 correspond to the radio signal transmission and
reception unit 101 according to the second embodiment (FIG.
4, for example).

The terminal 200 is provided with a CPU 250, a memory
251, aDSP 252, an RF unit 253, and an antenna 255. The DSP
252 operates based on an instruction from the CPU 250 and,
when the DSP 252 is operated, it can realize various functions
of the RSRP measuring unit 202, the measurement report
transmission unit 203, the SR processing unit 204, and the
PDCCH reception unit 205 according to the second embodi-
ment (FIG. 5, for example), for example. Therefore, the CPU
250 and the DSP 252 correspond to, for example, the RSRP
measuring unit 202, the measurement report transmission
unit 203, the SR processing unit 204, and the PDCCH recep-
tion unit 205 according to the second embodiment (FIG. 5, for
example). Further, the RF unit 253 and the antenna 255 cor-
respond to, for example, the radio signal transmission and
reception unit 201 according to the second embodiment (FIG.
4, for example).

The operation explained in the second embodiment can be
performed by the base station 100 and the terminal 200 that
are illustrated in FIG. 17A and FIG. 17B, for example.

Fourth Embodiment

Next, a fourth embodiment will be explained. According to
the fourth embodiment, an explanation will be given to the
details of interference determination processing in the base
station 100. According to the example of the interference
determination of the second embodiment, such an explana-
tion was given that the occurrence of the interference is
detected when the radio signal is not able to be received from
the terminal 200-1, even after the allocation of the PUSCH is
made by the base station 100-2. Alternatively, such an expla-
nation was given that the occurrence of the interference is
detected when the base station 100-2 is not able to receive the
radio signal from the terminal 200-1 for the consecutive and
certain number of times. Its details will be explained in the
fourth embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a sequence chart illustrating an operation
example of the interference determination processing. Fur-
ther, FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating the operation example
of the interference determination processing in the base sta-
tion 100-2. Incidentally, FIG. 18 corresponds to the process-
ing from S21 to S23 in the operation example of the second
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embodiment, for example (FIG. 12, for example). Further-
more, FIG. 19 illustrates the operation example after the
scheduling request is received from the terminal 200-1 (S20).
An explanation will be given to FIG. 18 and, as appropriate,
to FIG. 19.

First, the terminal 200-1 transmits the scheduling request
to the base station 100-1 (S20 in FIG. 18). Similarly to the
second embodiment, the terminal 200-1 transmits the sched-
uling request when the terminal 200-1 has data to be trans-
mitted but has no allocation opportunity of the PUSCH, for
example.

Upon receipt of the scheduling request, the base station
100-2 allocates a predetermined radio resource (time and
frequency, for example) in the physical uplink shared channel
(PUSCH), so that the terminal 200-1 can transmit the data.

FIG. 20 is a view illustrating a configuration example of a
radio frame in the uplink. FIG. 20, in which a horizontal axis
is the frequency and a vertical axis is the time, illustrates an
example ofa PUSCH allocation area and a PUCCH allocation
area. Incidentally, one frame illustrates a resource block
(RB). One resource block is formed by, for example, 12
subcarriers in a frequency direction, and seven symbols in a
time direction.

Asillustrated in FIG. 20, the base station 100-2 can allocate
a predetermined area of the PUSCH (for example, one or a
plurality of resource blocks such as UE#A, UE#B and the
like) as the radio resource to the terminal 200-1. The terminal
200-1 can transmit the data by using the allocated area. In
addition, the base station 100-2 can determine the modulation
and coding scheme (MCS) and the like at the time when the
terminal 200-1 transmits the data. The base station 100-2
generates the scheduling information containing the radio
resource allocation information, the modulation and coding
scheme and the like, and generates the control signal contain-
ing the scheduling information.

With regard to the allocation of the radio resource to the
terminal 200-1, the allocation of the radio resources of all of
a plurality of carriers can be made by the base station 100-2,
when the plurality of carriers (for example, carriers #3 to #5)
are allocated to the base station 100-2. Further, the allocation
of'the radio resources of a part of the plurality of carriers can
also be made to the terminal 200-1 by the base station 100-2.

Back to FIG. 18, the base station 100-2 uses the PDCCH
priority carrier (carrier #4, for example) that is allocated to its
own station, and transmits the control signal to the terminal
200-1 (S21). Similarly to the second embodiment, for
example, the generation and the like of the scheduling infor-
mation are made by the scheduler 104 (FIG. 4, for example),
and the generation, transmission and the like of the control
signal are made by the PDCCH transmission unit 107 and the
like, for example.

When the terminal 200-1 can receive the control signal
normally, it can transmit the data by using the predetermined
area of the PUSCH that is allocated thereto. However, when
the terminal 200-1 is unable to receive the control signal
normally, it is unable to receive the allocation of the radio
resource, and unable to transmit the data by using the prede-
termined area of the PUSCH allocated by the base station
100-2.

Meanwhile, when the terminal 200-1 can receive the con-
trol signal normally, the base station 100-2 can receive the
data transmitted by the terminal 200-1 by using the predeter-
mined area of the PUSCH allocated to the terminal 200-1.
However, when the terminal 200-1 is unable to receive the
control signal normally, the transmission is not made by the
terminal 200-1 by using the allocated radio resource, and
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therefore, the base station 100-2 is unable to receive the data
by using the allocated predetermined area of the PUSCH.

Given this situation, the base station 100-2 can determine
whether the terminal 200-1 receives the control signal or not,
by measuring the received power of the radio resource allo-
cated to the terminal 200-1. For example, when the received
power of the allocated area of the PUSCH is a certain level or
more, the base station 100-2 can determine that the terminal
200-1 could receive the control signal normally, and when the
received power is less than the certain level, the base station
100-2 can determine that the terminal 200-1 could not receive
(did not receive) the control signal normally.

The reason why the terminal 200-1 is unable to receive the
control signal normally may be because, for example, the
terminal 200-1 is unable to receive a radio wave itself due to
movement of the terminal 200-1 and the like. However, the
reason is the interference of the control signal in most cases.
For example, in the example of FIG. 18, the interference of
the control signal is caused when the PDCCH priority carrier
(carrier #4, for example) used for transmitting the control
signal in the base station 100-2 and the PDCCH priority
carrier used for transmitting the control signal in the base
stations 100-1, 100-3, and the like are in agreement with each
other.

According to the fourth embodiment, the base station
100-2 measures the received power of the predetermined area
of the PUSCH that is allocated to the terminal 200-1 as the
radio resource and, when the measured received power is a
threshold value or less, determines that the interference with
respect to the control signal is caused. Incidentally, as illus-
trated in FIG. 18 and the like, the base station 100-2 may
determine that the interference is caused when the measured
received power is the threshold value or less for n consecutive
times (n is an integer equal to or more than 2), in consideration
of instantaneous movement of the terminal 200-1. The latter
example is explained in FIG. 18 and the like (S20-1 to S50).
As noise may be detected in the received power, according to
wireless environment, the threshold value may be a value that
takes a noise level into consideration.

The operation example of the interference determination
processing in the base station 100-2 will be explained by
using FIG. 19. An explanation will be made simply to avoid
overlaps with FIG. 18.

When the interference determination processing is started
(860), the base station 100-2 receives the scheduling request
from the terminal 200 (UE#k) (It may be the terminal 200-1,
for example. An explanation will be given by taking the
terminal 200-1 as an example.) (S61).

Next, based on the scheduling request, the base station
100-2 allocates the predetermined area of the PUSCH to the
terminal 200-1 as the radio resource (S62), and transmits the
control signal containing the allocation information to the
terminal 200-1.

Next, the base station 100-2 measures the received power
of'the allocated predetermined area of the PUSCH, and deter-
mines whether the measured received power becomes the
threshold value or less or not (S63). For example, the inter-
ference detection unit 109 (FIG. 3, for example) receives
information about the predetermined area of the PUSCH that
is allocated to the terminal 200-1 from the scheduler 104,
measures the received power of the area, and compares the
received power with the threshold value held in the internal
memory and the like, so as to determine whether the received
power becomes the threshold value or less or not.

When the received power is the threshold value or less (Yes
in S63), the base station 100-2 determines that the data is not
able to be received from the terminal 200-1 by using the
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allocated radio resource, and increments a PUSCH non-re-
ception counter by “1” (S64). The PUSCH non-reception
counter is for counting the number of times when the data is
not able to be received from the terminal 200-1, for example.
For example, when the received power is the threshold value
or less, the interference detection unit 109 increments the
PUSCH non-reception counter that is held in its inside by “1”.

Next, the base station 100-2 determines whether the
PUSCH non-reception counter has the value of n or more or
not (S65). For example, the interference detection unit 109
determines whether the count value of the non-reception
counter that is held in its inside is the n times or more or not.

When the PUSCH non-reception counter has the value of
less than n (No in S65), the processing moves to S60 and the
above-described processing is repeated by the base station
100-2. In this case, the number of times when the received
power is the threshold value or less does not reach the n
consecutive times, and hence the base station 100-2 will wait
for the reception of the scheduling request to be transmitted
from the terminal 200-1.

Incidentally, when the terminal 200-1 is unable to receive
the control signal after a lapse ofa certain period of time, even
after transmitting the scheduling request (S20 in FI1G. 18), the
terminal 200-1 can re-transmit the scheduling request (S20-
1). In this case, if the number of times when the received
power of the allocated area of the PUSCH is the threshold
value or less does not reach the n times, the base station 100-2
transmits the control signal to the terminal 200-1 again (S62
in FIG. 19, S21-1 in FIG. 18).

Back to FIG. 19, when the value of the PUSCH non-
reception counter is the n times or more (Yes in S65), the
received power becomes the threshold value or less for the n
consecutive times, and the base station 100-2 determines that
the interference with regard to the transmission of the control
signal is caused, and performs interference avoidance pro-
cessing of the PDCCH (S66). The interference avoidance
processing may be, for example, the same processing as the
change processing of the PDCCH priority carrier according
to the second embodiment (FIG. 13, for example). For
example, the base station 100-2 can change the PDCCH pri-
ority carrier of its own station from the carrier #4 to the carrier
#5.

Next, the base station 100-2 sets the PUSCH non-reception
counter to be “0” (S67), and can finish the interference deter-
mination processing with respect to the terminal 200-1 (S68).
Alternatively, after setting the PUSCH non-reception counter
to be “0”, the processing may shift to S60 again and the base
station 100-2 may perform the interference determination
processing of another terminal 200.

Meanwhile, when the received power in the allocated pre-
determined area of the PUSCH is not the threshold value or
less (No in S63), the processing may shiftto S60, and the base
station 100-2 repeats the above-described processing. In this
case, the base station 100-2 determines that the terminal
200-1 could receive the control signal normally, and is able to
perform the processing from S60 so as to perform the inter-
ference determination processing to another terminal 200.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, a fifth embodiment will be explained. According to
the second embodiment, the explanation was given to the
example of exchanging the information about the PDCCH
priority carrier between the plurality of base stations 100 that
have the adjacent CA cells (S17 and S18 in FIG. 12, for
example). According to the fifth embodiment, an example of
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exchanging the information about the PDCCH priority carrier
by using an X2 interface will be explained.

The X2 interface is an interface used for exchanging infor-
mation between the base stations 100, for example, and is
standardized by 3GPP TS36.423V10.3 (2011-9) and the like.
Incidentally, the exchange of the PDCCH priority carriers by
using the X2 interface is not defined by 3GPP TS36.423
V10.3(2011-9) and the like. Therefore, the present inventor is
decided to define a new message so that the PDCCH priority
carriers can be exchanged between the base stations 100 by
using the X2 interface.

First, the message will be explained by using FIG. 21 and
FIG. 22, and then the example of exchanging the messages
will be explained by using FIG. 23 and FIG. 24.

FIG. 21 is a view illustrating an example of the message
that is used for transmitting the PDCCH priority carrier. The
message contains respective areas of “Message Type” (as
illustrated in FIG. 21), “Cell ID”, “Center ID”, “Center Fre-
quency”, “Bandwidth”, and “PDCCH Priority”. Incidentally,
“Cell Information” contains respective areas of the “Cell ID”,
the “Center ID”, the “Center Frequency”, the “Bandwidth”,
and the “PDCCH Priority”.

For example, information indicating a type of the message
for exchanging the PDCCH priority carriers (asymbol, a code
and the like) is inserted in the area of the “Message Type”. The
base station 100 can discriminate this message from other
messages by the “Message Type”.

A global cell ID is transmitted in the area of the “cell ID”,
for example.

FIG. 22 is a view illustrating an example of relationship of
the cell IDs and the like. The global cell ID, used in the fifth
embodiment, will be explained by using FIG. 22.

The global cell ID is an identifier that is given to the
respective bound carriers aggregated in each of the CA cells,
for example, and that is also used for identifying each of the
CA cells in order to indicate which carriers are aggregated in
each of the CA cells. In the example of FIG. 22, for example,
the three carriers #3 to #5 are aggregated in the CA cell #1 of
the base station 100-1, and a global cell ID=#11 is given to the
bound carriers. Further, in the CA cell #2 of the base station
100-1, a global cell ID=#12 is given to the aggregated three
carriers #3 to #5 that are bound to each other.

According to the second embodiment, for example, the
“cell IDs” are used in the base stations 100-1 to 100-4, as
illustrated in FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, 50 as to uniquely identify the
respective carriers used in the base stations 100-1 to 100-4.
However, the identifiers used as the “cell IDs” may use lower
bits of the identifiers for identifying all the carriers used in all
the base stations in some districts or in some countries, for
example. When the lower bitis used, it is possible to reduce an
amount of information, as compared with the case of trans-
mitting all the bits, and to utilize the limited radio resources
for transmitting the data and the like, at the time when the base
station 100 transmits the identifier of the carrier to the termi-
nal 200, for example.

However, when the lower bit is used, for example, the
lower bit of the carrier #3 that is used in the CA cell #1 of the
base station 100-1 and the lower bit of the carrier #3 that is
used in the CA cell #1 of the base station 100-2 are in agree-
ment with each other, and may be used as the same “cell ID”.
In this case, it may be difficult for the base stations 100-1 and
100-2 to identify the PDCCH priority carriers accurately, for
example. Therefore, when the carriers are aggregated, the
global cell ID is given to each aggregation of the bound
carriers by the base station 100, and the “Center ID”, instead
of the “Cell ID”, is given to each carrier so as to uniquely
identify the carrier. Incidentally, according to the fifth
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embodiment, the global cell ID may be referred to as the “Cell
1ID”, for example. In addition, the “Cell ID” explained in the
second embodiment may be referred to as a “physical cell
D”.

For example, in the example of FIG. 22, the “Cell ID”
(=global cell ID) of “#11” is given to the CA cell #1 of the
base station 100-1, and the “Center ID” of “#3” is given to the
carrier #3 in the cell ID. Further, the “Cell ID” of “#21” is
given to the CA cell #1 of the base station 100-2, and the
“Center 1D of “#3” is given to the carrier #3 in the cell ID.
The carrier having the “Center ID” of “#3” and the “global
cell ID” of “#11” can be discriminated from the carrier having
the “Center ID” of “#3” and the “global cell ID” of “#21” as
the different carriers. Thus, each of the carriers can be
uniquely identified by, for example, the “Cell ID” (=global
cell ID) and the “Center ID”.

Back to FIG. 21, in the area of the “Cell ID”, the “cell IDs”,
by the number of the given global cell IDs, can be exchanged
between the base stations 100. For example, in the example of
FIG. 22, the base station 100-1 can transmit information from
the “Center ID” to the “PDCCH priority” with regard to the
“cell ID=#2”, and information from the “Center ID” to the
“PDCCH priority” with regard to the “cell ID=#3".

The ID of each carrier can be inserted in the area of the
“Center ID”. As illustrated in FIG. 22, for example, the “Cen-
ter ID” such as “#3” to the carrier #3 or “#4” to the carrier #4
is given, in the base stations 100-1 and 100-2, and the Center
ID is inserted in the area of the “Center ID” of this message
and transmitted.

The center frequency of each carrier can be inserted in the
area of the “Center Frequency”, for example. It is also pos-
sible for the base station 100 to exactly identify each of the
carriers by the “Cell ID” and the “Center Frequency”, for
example.

Inthe area of the “Bandwidth”, for example, the bandwidth
of'each of the carriers can be inserted. Incidentally, the area of
the “Bandwidth” may be inserted in this message, or may be
an optional area (“0” (Option) in “Presence”) that is not to be
inserted. Incidentally, the remaining areas may be mandatory
areas (“M” (Mandatory)) in this message, for example.

A degree of priority with respect to the PDCCH priority
carrier can be inserted in the “PDCCH priority”, for example.
For example, various kinds of information can be inserted in
the areas from the “Center ID” to the “PDCCH priority”, for
each of'the carriers. For example, in the example of FIG. 22,
it is possible to insert the information from the “Center ID” to
the “PDCCH priority” with regard to the carrier #3 of the “cell
ID=#11" of the base station 100-1, and to insert the informa-
tion from the “Center ID” to the “PDCCH priority” with
regard to the carrier #4. When the PDCCH priority carrier of
the base station 100-1 is the carrier #4, for example, the
“PDCCH priority” ofthe carrier #4 can be set to have a higher
degree of priority than the “PDCCH priority” of other carri-
ers. For example, the base station 100-1 can set the “PDCCH
priority” of the carriers #3 and #5 to be “0”, and the “PDCCH
priority” of the carrier #4 to be “1”. Alternatively, the base
station 100-1 can set the “PDCCH priority” of the carrier #3
to be “17, the “PDCCH priority” of the carrier #4 to be “3”,
and the “PDCCH priority” of the carrier #2 to be “2”, so as to
set the carrier #4 as the PDCCH priority carrier. Upon receipt
of'such notification, it is possible for another base station 100
to recognize that the carrier #4 is used as the PDCCH priority
carrier in the base station 100 and, when detecting the inter-
ference with regard to the transmission of the control signal,
to change the carrier to the carrier #3 with the lowest
“PDCCH priority”, for example. Alternatively, it is also pos-
sible for another base station 100 to change the carrier to the
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carrier #5 with the second lowest “PDCCH priority”, not to
the carrier #3 with the lowest “PDCCH priority”. The base
station 100 can change the PDCCH priority carrier according
to the “PDCCH priority™.

Thus, the base station 100 can notify other base stations of
the number of the PDCCH priority carrier to be used by its
own station, by transmitting this message, for example. Fur-
ther, the base station 100 can notify other base stations of the
numbers of the carriers aggregated in its own station by the
“Global Cell ID” and the “Center ID” (or the “Center Fre-
quency”) in this message, for example.

Incidentally, the “Cell ID” (=Global Cell ID), the “Center
1D”, the “Center Frequency” and the “Bandwidth” may be
allocated at the time of installing the base station 100, for
example. Alternatively, such information may be notified
from the higher-level apparatus after installing the base sta-
tion 100, for example. The base station 100 may hold the
allocated or notified information, from the “Cell ID” to the
“Bandwidth”, in the table 106 (or the table 108, 112).

Next, an example of transmitting the message will be
explained. FIG. 23 and FIG. 24 are sequence charts illustrat-
ing examples of transmitting the message from the base sta-
tion 100-2 to the base station 100-4. FIG. 23 illustrates the
example in which functions of the base stations 100-2 and
100-4 are not checked by each other, and FIG. 24 illustrates
the example in which the functions are checked by each other.

Specifically, the base station 100-2 transmits an “X2 setup
Request™ to the base station 100-4 (S70), and the base station
100-4 transmits an “X2 setup Response” back to the base
station 100-2 (S71) in both of FIG. 23 and FIG. 24. Thus, X2
setup procedures are started between the two base stations
100-2 and 100-4, for example.

In the example of FIG. 23, the message can be transmitted
(873) when the PDCCH priority carrier is changed in the base
station 100-2 after that (S72). Similarly to the second embodi-
ment, for example, the instruction to generate the message
can be given to the adjacent cell information collection unit
111, when the PDCCH selection unit 113 (FIG. 4, for
example) detects the change or the addition of the entry to the
priority PDCCH management table 106.

At this time, the PDCCH selection unit 113 canread out the
“Carrier ID”, the “cell ID” (=physical cell ID), and the
“PDCCH priority carrier” of its own station, from the priority
PDCCH management table 106, for example (FIG. 6, for
example). Then, the PDCCH selection unit 113 gains access
to the table 106 (or another table 108, 112), and reads out the
“Cell ID” (=global cell ID), the “Center ID”, the “Center
Frequency” and the “Bandwidth” that correspond to the “Car-
rier ID” and the like read out from the priority PDCCH
management table 106. Further, it is also possible for the
PDCCH selection unit 113 to calculate the corresponding
“PDCCH priority” from the “PDCCH priority carrier”. For
example, the one with the highest degree of priority can be
allocated to the “Center ID”, as the carrier number of the
PDCCH priority carrier ofits own station. The PDCCH selec-
tionunit 113 can output the information from the “Cell ID” to
the “PDCCH priority” to the adjacent cell information col-
lection unit 111, and the adjacent cell information collection
unit 111, receiving this information, can generate the message
as illustrated in FIG. 21.

In the example of FIG. 23, this message is transmitted as
“Load Information”. This can also be transmitted as the mes-
sage as illustrated in FIG. 21, for example. There is a possi-
bility that this message is not supported by the base station
100-4. In this case, however, the base station 100-4 can
receive the information, other than the “PDCCH priority”, as
the “Load Information”, although the “PDCCH priority” in
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the message may be ignored. Thus, it is possible for the base
station 100-4 to recognize the numbers of the carriers that are
used in the base station 100-2, for example.

Meanwhile, in the example of FIG. 24, the functions of the
base stations 100-2 and 100-4 are checked by each other (S80
to S83), and, for example, whether the transmission/reception
of'the message can be made via the X2 interface or not can be
checked by each other. In this case, it is also possible for the
base station 100-2 to transmit this message when the PDCCH
priority carrier is changed or when the entry is added to the
priority PDCCH management table 106 (S84).

For example, when the adjacent cell information collection
unit 111 of the base station 100-4 receives the message con-
taining the PDCCH priority carrier via the Ethernet (regis-
tered trademark) signal transmission and reception unit 110,
it can extract the information from the “Cell ID” to the
“PDCCH priority” contained in the message. Then, based on
the “PDCCH priority”, the adjacent cell information collec-
tion unit 111 can extract the number of the PDCCH priority
carrier of the base station 100-2, and notify the PDCCH
selection unit 113 of the number. Upon receiving the PDCCH
priority carrier of the base station 100-2, the PDCCH selec-
tion unit 113 can store the information in the priority PDCCH
management table 106. Alternatively, the adjacent cell infor-
mation collection unit 111 notifies the PDCCH selection unit
113 of all the information extracted from the received mes-
sage, including the “Cell ID” and the like, for example, and,
based on the “PDCCH priority” in the information, the
PDCCH selection unit 113 can extract the number of the
PDCCH priority carrier of the base station 100-2.

Inthe example of FIG. 24, the base station 100-4, receiving
the notification of the message, can recognize the number of
the PDCCH priority carrier after the change in the base station
100-2. Further, by using the message, the base station 100-4
can also recognize the numbers of the carriers used in the base
station 100-2.

Incidentally, the processing, operation and the like
explained in the fourth and fifth embodiments can be imple-
mented in the third embodiment, for example. For example,
the CPU 150 and the DSP 152 of the base station 100, as
illustrated in FIG. 17A, correspond to the scheduler 104, the
interference detection unit 109, the adjacent cell information
collection unit 111, and the PDCCH selection unit 113, and
the memory 151 corresponds to the priority PDCCH manage-
ment table 106. Thus, the processing and operation by the
interference detection unit 109, the adjacent cell information
collection unit 111, and the PDCCH selection unit 113, as
explained in the fourth and the fitth embodiments, can be
performed by the CPU 150 and the DSP 152.

It is possible to provide a radio base station apparatus, a
radio communication method in the radio base station appa-
ratus, and a radio communication system capable of avoiding
an interference, and of enabling the radio communication of
the terminal.

All examples and conditional language provided herein are
intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although one or more embodiments
of the present invention have been described in detail, it
should be understood that the various changes, substitutions,
and alterations could be made hereto without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention.
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10: Radio communication system

100, 100-1 to 100-4: Radio base station apparatus (Base
station)

101: Radio signal transmission and reception unit

102: RS signal generation unit

104: Scheduler

105: Measurement report reception unit

106: Priority PDCCH management table (Multi-use prior-
ity PDCCH management table)

107: PDCCH transmission unit

108: Terminal management table

109: Interference detection unit

110: Ethernet (registered trademark) signal transmission
and reception unit

111: Adjacent cell information collecting unit

112: Adjacent information table

113: PDCCH selection unit

200, 200-1 to 200-3: Terminal apparatus

202: RSRP measuring unit

203: Measurement report transmission unit

204: SR processing unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A radio base station apparatus for performing radio
communication with a terminal apparatus by using a first and
second radio frequency bands at a same time, the radio base
station apparatus comprising:

a change unit which changes a radio frequency band for
transmitting a first control signal from the first radio
frequency band to the second radio frequency band,
when the change unit detects interference with respect to
the first control signal transmitted to the terminal appa-
ratus; and

a transmission unit which transmits the first control signal
by using the second radio frequency band.

2. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the change unit changes the first radio frequency
band to the second radio frequency band, when another radio
base station apparatus transmits a second control signal by
using the first radio frequency.

3. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 2,
further comprising a collecting unit which collects from the
other radio base station apparatus the radio frequency band
used for transmitting the second control signal in the other
radio base station apparatus, wherein

the change unit changes the radio frequency band for trans-
mitting the first control signal based on the radio fre-
quency band collected by the collecting unit.

4. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the change unit changes the radio frequency band for
transmitting the first control signal to the first radio frequency
band, when the other radio base station apparatus transmits
the second control signal by using the second radio frequency
band.

5. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the radio base station apparatus performs the radio com-
munication by using a plurality of radio frequency bands
including the first and second radio frequency bands,
and

the change unit uses the radio frequency band not used for
transmitting a second control signal in another radio
base station apparatus, out of the plurality of radio fre-
quency bands, as the second radio frequency band for
transmitting the first control signal.

6. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein
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the radio base station apparatus performs the radio com-
munication by using a plurality of radio frequency bands
including the first and second radio frequency bands,
and

the change unit uses the radio frequency band with the least

interference, out of the plurality of radio frequency
bands other than the first radio frequency band, as the
second radio frequency band for transmitting the first
control signal, when there are a plurality of other radio
base station apparatuses and all the plurality of radio
frequency bands are used by the plurality of other radio
base station apparatuses for transmitting a second con-
trol signal.

7. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the change unit changes to the second radio fre-
quency band when the terminal apparatus detected the inter-
ference is located within a threshold distance from a bound-
ary of a radio wave reachable range of the radio base station
apparatus, and uses the radio frequency band for transmitting
the first control signal as the first radio frequency band when
the terminal apparatus is located a place other than the thresh-
old distance from boundary and within the radio wave reach-
able range.

8. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the radio base station apparatus performs the radio com-

munication by using a plurality of radio frequency bands
including the first and second radio frequency bands,
and

the change unit changes to the second frequency band with

respect to all the subordinate terminal apparatuses when
changes the radio frequency band for transmitting the
first control signal to the second frequency band, and
changes the radio frequency band for transmitting the
first control signal from the second frequency band to a
third radio frequency band with respect to the terminal
apparatus, when the change unit detects the interference
with respect to the first control signal transmitted to the
terminal apparatus by using the second frequency band.

9. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the change unit detects that the interference is
caused, when the change unit transmits the first control signal
corresponding to a scheduling request transmitted from the
terminal apparatus and does not receive a radio signal corre-
sponding to the first control signal within a threshold period.

10. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the first control signal corresponding to the schedul-
ing request includes information with respect to a radio
resource when the terminal apparatus transmits the radio
signal.

11. The radio base station apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the change unit detects that the interference is not
caused, when the change unit transmits the first control signal
corresponding to a scheduling request transmitted from the
terminal apparatus and receives a radio signal corresponding
to the first control signal within a threshold period.

12. A radio communication method in a radio base station
apparatus for performing radio communication with a termi-
nal apparatus by using a first and second radio frequency
bands at a same time, the method comprising:

changing a radio frequency band for transmitting a first

control signal from the first radio frequency band to the
second radio frequency band, on detecting interference
with respect to the first control signal transmitted to the
terminal apparatus, by a change unit; and

transmitting the first control signal by using the second

radio frequency band, by a transmission unit.
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13. A radio communication system comprising:

a radio base station apparatus; and

a terminal apparatus, wherein

radio communication is performed between the radio base
station apparatus and the terminal apparatus by using a
first and second radio frequency bands at a same time,

the radio base station apparatus includes:

a change unit which changes a radio frequency band for
transmitting a first control signal from the first radio
frequency band to the second radio frequency band,
when the change unit detects interference with respect to
the first control signal transmitted to the terminal appa-
ratus; and

a transmission unit which transmits the first control signal
by using the second radio frequency band, and

the terminal apparatus includes a reception unit which
receives the first control signal by using the second radio
frequency band.
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